September 2009
Dear Parents,
   	It's hard to believe the summer is over and we are ready to begin a new school year!  I hope that all of you had a wonderful summer, and I am looking forward to hearing about all of the fun things you did with your families.  My favorite thing about this summer was my trip to Hawaii with my family.  We went to Maui for 7 days and had a wonderful time!  I also spent the summer praying for this class!  I am very excited for this year and I think it will be very productive and very fun!
I would like to let all of you know that we will be having a Parent Meeting on Thursday, September 10, at 7:00.  We would like all of you to be there.  It will give me an opportunity to see all of you and to give you some information about the things that we will be doing in class this year.  It will also give you an opportunity to see our classroom and the books that we will be using.  
Because we have such a variety of grade levels, we will be doing a variety of things within each of our subjects.  Our Bible curriculum is called Dynamic Chrisitan Living.  I am very excited about it and I think the kids will really like it.  For History, we will be studying the History of the United States.  We will also be doing a lot of geography this year, as well as learning the proper way to label and color maps.  I personally love geography, so hopefully it will be interesting for your children as well. We will be reading several novels this year.  I feel it is important to introduce students to as many books as I can.  In Language, we will begin by reviewing the different types of sentences and proper sentence structure.  Language is very important for us, because what we learn there, we will be able to use in our Writer's Workshop projects.  Throughout the year the students will be doing a number of Writers Workshop projects.  Sometimes they will be papers or reports, and sometimes they will be creative pieces like children's stories or fictional papers.  We will also be focusing a lot on Science thi s year.  We will be using several different books, so we can study the different topics that they will need to know.  We will begin the year with a unit on space.  I have a wonderful video to show them regarding the greatness of God in relation to space. 
In addition to the core areas your children will be studying, we will also have a few electives that we will be doing.  We are all going to do Sign Language.  We will start off with the alphabet and counting and see how far we get.  Signing is one of my passions, and I hope your kids will enjoy it as well.  We also have guitar available again.  I would encourage all of you to think about taking advantage of Mr. Allen's generous offer to teach guitar.  We have a new computer teacher, Mrs. Illi, who will be working with your kids on typing skills as well as other useful computer skills.
So, as you have probably figured out, it is shaping up to be a very busy year!  I am so blessed to be in such a great family atmosphere as Faith Christian School.  It is a privilege for me to have your children in my class and I am so looking forward to this year.  If you have any questions please feel free to call me.  My cell # is 503-851-0867
In His Service
 Ashlee Heide                        
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